CHARACTERISTICS OF ATTENDERS AND NON-ATTENDERS
Respondents checked the 2 activities that took the largest part of their health education time (Table 4 ). In all 3 years, non-attenders were more likely than attenders to check direct education and program planning as the two activities that occupied the greatest part of their health education work time; attenders were more likely than nonattenders to check administration and teaching at the college level. The relative proportion of those doing evaluation research or consulting varied.
The meetings appear to have attracted newer and longer term members equally well in all 3 years (Table 5 ). Approximately two-thirds of both attenders and non-attenders had been members of SOPHE for less than 10 years.
However, attenders were more likely to be current or one-time SOPHE officeholders than non-attenders in all three years (Table 6 ; Z based on the sum of the chi's for combined tables = 2.63, p < 0.001) (3), and in all three years attenders were much more likely to be active in professional health education organizations, including SOPHE and APHA Public Health Education Sections (Table 7 ; Z based on sum of chi's for the combined tables = 4.20, p < 0.001). In all three years, the top ranked reason for coming was the opportunity to meet with colleagues, cited by 65%-85%. The location (cited by 45%-74%) and having part (Table 11 ). In all three years they were more likely to plan attendance at the next annual meeting (usually 1-2 months after the questionnaire was filled out) ( Table 12 ;Z = 3.32, p = 0.001).
Overall, 50%-60% of the respondents thought that SOPHE should continue to hold 
